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What is Alcoholism?

Alcoholism is a chronic disease that is characterized by an inability to
control one's drinking. People with alcoholism may find themselves drinking
excessively, even when they know that it is causing problems in their lives.
They may also experience withdrawal symptoms if they try to stop drinking.

What are the Signs and Symptoms of Alcoholism?

The signs and symptoms of alcoholism can vary from person to person, but
some common signs include:
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= Drinking more than you intend to or for longer than you intended
= Needing to drink more to get the same effect

= Experiencing withdrawal symptoms if you try to stop drinking

=  Spending a lot of time drinking or thinking about drinking

= Drinking in dangerous situations, such as while driving or operating
machinery

= Ignoring other activities and responsibilities in favor of drinking

= Continuing to drink despite negative consequences, such as losing
your job or relationships

What Causes Alcoholism?

The exact cause of alcoholism is unknown, but it is thought to be caused by
a combination of genetic, environmental, and psychological factors. Some
people may be more likely to develop alcoholism if they have a family
history of the disease. Others may be more likely to drink excessively if
they are under a lot of stress or trauma. And still others may be more likely
to develop alcoholism if they have certain personality traits, such as
impulsivity or low self-esteem.

How is Alcoholism Treated?

There is no one-size-fits-all treatment for alcoholism. However, there are a
number of effective treatments available that can help people get sober and
rebuild their lives. These treatments include:

= Alcohol detox: This involves stopping drinking under medical
supervision to safely manage withdrawal symptoms.



= Alcohol rehab: This is a residential or outpatient program that
provides counseling, support, and education to help people recover
from alcoholism.

= Medications: There are a number of medications that can be used to
help people overcome alcoholism, such as naltrexone, acamprosate,
and disulfiram.

= Support groups: There are a number of support groups, such as
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) and SMART Recovery, that can provide
support and encouragement to people recovering from alcoholism.

How to Get Help for Alcoholism

If you are struggling with alcoholism, there are many resources available to
help you get sober and rebuild your life. You can reach out to a doctor,
therapist, or support group for help. You can also find information and
resources online at the website of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse
and Alcoholism (NIAAA): https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/

Alcoholism is a serious disease, but it is one that can be overcome. If you
are struggling with alcohol abuse, there are many resources available to
help you get sober and rebuild your life. With the right help, you can
overcome alcoholism and achieve lasting sobriety.
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