
Poukahangatus Poems: An Exploration of
Emotion and Identity
Poukahangatus Poems by Phyllis Cole Dai is a powerful and moving
collection that explores the themes of emotion, identity, and place. The
poems are written in a variety of forms, including free verse, haiku, and
prose poetry, and they draw on both Maori and Western traditions. Dai's
language is rich and evocative, and her imagery is both beautiful and
haunting.
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Emotion

One of the most striking things about Poukahangatus Poems is its
exploration of emotion. Dai's poems capture the full range of human
emotion, from love and joy to grief and despair. She writes about the pain
of loss, the joy of motherhood, and the complexities of relationships.

In the poem "Elegy for a Stillborn Child," Dai mourns the loss of her unborn
child. The poem is full of raw emotion, as Dai expresses her grief and her
longing for her child. The poem ends with a powerful image of the child's
spirit being carried away by the wind.
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“ I held you in my arms,
A tiny, perfect form,
But you were not meant to be.
Your spirit took flight,
Carried away by the wind.
I am left with only memories,
And the pain of what might have been. ”

In contrast to the grief expressed in "Elegy for a Stillborn Child," the poem
"Song for a New Mother" celebrates the joy of motherhood. The poem is
full of love and tenderness, as Dai describes the bond between a mother
and her child.

“ My little one, my precious child,
I love you more than words can say.
Your tiny hands, your sweet smile,
Fill my heart with joy.
I will always be there for you,
To love and protect you,
To help you grow and learn.
You are my everything. ”

Dai's poems also explore the complexities of relationships. In the poem
"Love and Loss," she writes about the pain of a broken heart. The poem is



full of anger and bitterness, as Dai expresses her feelings of betrayal and
abandonment.

“ I gave you my heart,
And you broke it.
You left me alone,
To pick up the pieces.
I hate you for what you did,
But I still love you.
I can't let go of the past,
Even though it's killing me. ”

Identity

In addition to exploring emotion, Poukahangatus Poems also explores the
theme of identity. Dai's poems draw on her own experiences as a Maori
woman, and she writes about the challenges and joys of living in a
bicultural world.

In the poem "Who Am I?," Dai explores the question of identity. She writes
about the different ways in which she is defined by others, and she
struggles to find a sense of self that is both authentic and acceptable.

“ Who am I?
Am I the Maori girl that my parents raised?
Am I the Pakeha woman that I live among?
Am I both? Am I neither?



I am a mix of cultures,
A blend of two worlds.
I am a Maori woman, a Pakeha woman,
And I am proud of who I am. ”

In the poem "My Mother's Tongue," Dai writes about the importance of
language to identity. She describes the way in which her mother's language
shaped her own sense of self, and she celebrates the beauty and power of
the Maori language.

“ My mother's tongue is a song,
A melody that flows through my veins.
It is the language of my ancestors,
The language of my heart.
I am proud to speak my mother's tongue,
To carry on the tradition.
It is a part of who I am,
And I will never let it die. ”

Place

The theme of place is also important in Poukahangatus Poems. Dai's
poems are set in a variety of locations, including New Zealand, the United
States, and England. She writes about the beauty of the natural world, and
she explores the relationship between people and place.

In the poem "Aotearoa," Dai celebrates the beauty of her homeland, New
Zealand. She describes the country's stunning landscapes, its rich culture,



and its friendly people.

“ Aotearoa, my beautiful land,
Your mountains are majestic,
Your forests are ancient,
Your rivers are pure.
I am proud to call you home.
Your people are kind and welcoming,
Your culture is rich and vibrant.
I am grateful to live in such a beautiful land. ”

In contrast to the beauty of Aotearoa, the poem "London" describes the
harsh reality of life in a big city. Dai writes about the poverty, the crime, and
the loneliness that she experienced while living in London.

“ London, city of dreams,
City of nightmares.
I came here seeking a better life,
But I found only poverty and despair.
The streets are filled with homeless people,
And the crime rate is high.
I am lonely and afraid,
And I don't know how much longer I can take it. ”

Language, Imagery, and Symbolism



Dai's poems are not only rich in theme, but they are also rich in language,
imagery, and symbolism. She uses a variety of literary devices to create a
powerful and moving effect.

Dai's language is often lyrical and evocative. She uses vivid imagery to
create a strong sense of place and atmosphere. For example, in the poem
"Elegy for a Stillborn Child," Dai uses the image of the wind carrying away
the child's spirit to create a sense of loss and longing.

Dai also makes effective use of symbolism. For example, in the poem "My
Mother's Tongue," she uses the image of the mother's tongue as a symbol
of identity and cultural heritage.

Poukahangatus Poems is a powerful and moving collection that explores
the themes of emotion, identity, and place. Dai's poems are written in a
variety of forms, and they draw on both Maori and Western traditions. Her
language is rich and evocative, and her imagery is both beautiful and
haunting. Poukahangatus Poems is a must-read for anyone interested in
contemporary New Zealand poetry.
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