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In the realm of combat operations, precision and accuracy are paramount
virtues. The Special Forces Sniper School, formerly known as Special
Operations Target Interdiction (SOTI),stands as a testament to the
unwavering pursuit of these qualities. This elite institution transforms
ordinary soldiers into exceptional marksmen, equipping them with the skills
and knowledge to execute critical missions with unparalleled precision.

Historical Evolution

The genesis of Special Forces Sniper School can be traced back to the
Vietnam War. As the conflict escalated, the need for specialized
sharpshooters who could neutralize enemy targets from long distances
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became apparent. In response, the Army established the Special
Operations Target Interdiction Course (SOTIC) in 1987.

Over the years, SOTIC evolved to meet the changing demands of combat
operations. In 1994, it was renamed Special Forces Sniper School and
became a formal part of the U.S. Army Special Operations Command
(USASOC).

Rigorous Training Program

The training program at Special Forces Sniper School is notoriously
rigorous and demanding. It encompasses a comprehensive curriculum that
covers every aspect of sniper operations, including:

Marksmanship fundamentals and advanced shooting techniques

Ballistics and trajectory analysis

Fieldcraft and stealth tactics

Concealment and camouflage

Target detection and ranging

Sniper team operations and communications

Candidates undergo intensive classroom instruction, field exercises, and
live-fire training. They are pushed to their physical and mental limits,
enduring sleep deprivation, extreme weather conditions, and high-stress
situations.

Unique Training Methods



Special Forces Sniper School employs unique training methods to develop
the skills and mindset required for successful sniper operations. These
methods include:

Long-range shooting: Candidates engage targets at distances
exceeding 1,000 meters, honing their precision and accuracy.

Precision rifle building: Students are taught to assemble and
maintain their sniper rifles, ensuring optimal performance and
reliability.

Concealment and camouflage: Candidates learn advanced
techniques to blend seamlessly into their surroundings, minimizing
their detection risk.

Fieldcraft exercises: Real-world scenarios test students' ability to
execute reconnaissance, surveillance, and target engagement in
demanding environments.

Legacy of Excellence

The Special Forces Sniper School has a long and distinguished legacy of
producing highly skilled and effective marksmen. Graduates of the school
have served in numerous combat operations around the world, including
Iraq, Afghanistan, and Somalia. They have played a vital role in neutralizing
enemy threats, providing overwatch, and supporting special operations
missions.

The Special Forces Sniper School stands as a beacon of precision and
tactical excellence in the military community. It is a testament to the
unwavering commitment to training and developing the most skilled
marksmen in the world. The rigorous training program, unique training



methods, and enduring legacy of the school ensure that its graduates are
prepared to execute the most critical missions with unparalleled accuracy
and professionalism.
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