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Emerging from the pages of Robert E. Howard's pulp fiction stories, Conan
the Barbarian ignited the imaginations of readers around the globe. His
adventures in the savage Hyborian Age captured the essence of sword and
sorcery, creating an unforgettable figure of raw power and untamed spirit.

The legacy of Conan extended beyond literature, finding its way into
comics, film, and other mediums. This article delves into two significant
comic series that brought the Cimmerian warrior to life in vibrant panels:
Marvel's 1970-1993 run and Roy Thomas's 1978 epic.

Marvel's Conan the Barbarian: A Saga of Swords and Sorcery

Marvel Comics introduced Conan the Barbarian to the world of comics in
1970. With writer Roy Thomas and artist Barry Smith at the helm, the
series captivated readers with its thrilling adventures, gripping storylines,
and stunning artwork.
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A page from Marvel's Conan the Barbarian comic book (issue #12, 1971)

Spanning 275 issues, Marvel's Conan the Barbarian chronicled the
barbarian's epic journey through the Hyborian Age. From battling sorcerers
and monsters to conquering kingdoms, Conan faced countless challenges,
showcasing his unmatched strength, cunning, and unwavering
determination.
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The series featured a cast of memorable characters, including the
enigmatic thief Red Sonja, the wise priestess Valeria, the treacherous
wizard Thulsa Doom, and the formidable warrior Kulan Gath. Each
encounter added depth to Conan's adventures, creating a tapestry of epic
proportions.

Roy Thomas's Conan the Destroyer: A Quest for Redemption

In 1978, Marvel Comics released Conan the Destroyer, a four-issue
miniseries by Roy Thomas and artist John Buscema. This series took on a
darker tone, exploring Conan's haunted past and his complex relationship
with his own mortality.



Haunted by the death of his beloved Valeria, Conan embarked on a quest
for redemption. His journey led him to the Valley of the Kings, where he
faced his own demons and confronted the consequences of his past
actions.

Roy Thomas's Conan the Destroyer delved into the psychological depth of
the barbarian hero, exploring his vulnerabilities, regrets, and the existential
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questions that plagued him. The series offered a unique perspective on
Conan, showcasing the complexities beneath his rugged exterior.

The Enduring Legacy of Conan the Barbarian Comics

The Marvel and Roy Thomas Conan the Barbarian comic series played a
pivotal role in shaping the character's legacy and introducing him to a vast
audience beyond the pages of pulp fiction. These comics captured the
essence of Robert E. Howard's creation, bringing to life a world of
adventure, danger, and epic storytelling.

Arnold Schwarzenegger as Conan the Barbarian in the 1982 film adaptation
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The popularity of the comics paved the way for the iconic 1982 film starring
Arnold Schwarzenegger, which further cemented Conan's place in popular
culture. The legacy of the Cimmerian warrior continues to thrive today, with
ongoing comic series, novels, and adaptations in various mediums.

Conan the Barbarian remains an enduring symbol of adventure, strength,
and the human spirit's unyielding desire to survive and conquer. His epic
adventures in comics have captivated generations of readers, leaving an
unforgettable mark on the world of storytelling.

: The Barbarian's Eternal Flame

The journey of Conan the Barbarian through the pages of Marvel Comics
and Roy Thomas's epic miniseries is a testament to the enduring power of
storytelling. These comics brought to life a timeless character, creating a
world of adventure that continues to inspire and captivate.

Conan's indomitable spirit, his relentless pursuit of justice, and his
unwavering courage have made him an enduring figure in fiction. The
comic series that brought him to life serve as a testament to the boundless
imagination and the enduring legacy of the greatest barbarian hero of all
time.

As the flame of Conan the Barbarian's adventures burns on, his legend will
continue to inspire generations to come, ensuring that the Cimmerian
warrior's epic tales will forever captivate the hearts and minds of all who
experience them.
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