
The Struggling Times of American Poets: A
Historical Continuum from 115 to the Present
The American poet, throughout history, has often faced unique and
daunting challenges. From the early days of the nation to the present,
poets have grappled with issues of identity, poverty, and artistic integrity.
This article will explore the struggles faced by American poets from the
16th century to the present day, examining the historical, social, and
economic factors that have shaped their experiences.

The Early Years: Struggling for Recognition and Identity

The first American poets emerged in the 16th century, writing in the shadow
of their European predecessors. They struggled for recognition and a
unique American voice, often imitating the styles and themes of British
poets. As the nation grew and developed its own distinct culture, American
poets began to find their own voices. However, they still faced significant
challenges in gaining recognition and support.
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The 19th Century: The Rise of Romanticism and the Struggle for
Literary Independence

The 19th century saw the rise of Romanticism in American literature.
Romantic poets such as William Cullen Bryant, Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, and Edgar Allan Poe explored themes of nature, the individual,
and the imagination. While they gained some recognition, they still
struggled to achieve literary independence and were often overshadowed
by their British counterparts.

The Early 20th Century: Modernism and the Search for Artistic
Integrity

The early 20th century marked a period of great change for American
poetry. Modernist poets such as Ezra Pound, T.S. Eliot, and Gertrude Stein
broke away from traditional forms and styles. They sought to create a new,
more experimental and challenging form of poetry. However, they often
faced criticism and rejection from the public and the literary establishment.

The Mid-20th Century: The Beats and the Struggle for Social Change

The mid-20th century saw the emergence of the Beat Generation, a group
of poets and writers who rejected traditional values and sought to challenge
the status quo. Poets such as Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and William
S. Burroughs wrote about themes of alienation, nonconformity, and the
search for meaning in a rapidly changing world. They faced censorship and
criticism, but also gained a following among countercultural youth.

The Late 20th Century: Identity Politics and the Rise of
Multiculturalism



The late 20th century saw the rise of identity politics and multiculturalism in
American society. Poets such as Audre Lorde, June Jordan, and Jimmy
Santiago Baca explored themes of race, gender, and sexuality, challenging
traditional notions of American identity. They faced criticism and resistance,
but also gained recognition and a wider audience.

The 21st Century: The Digital Age and the Struggle for Relevance

The 21st century has ushered in a new era of challenges for American
poets. The digital age has brought about new ways of creating, distributing,
and consuming poetry. Poets now face the challenge of staying relevant in
a rapidly changing media landscape. They also face issues of intellectual
property rights and the impact of technology on creativity.

The Enduring Legacy of American Poets

Despite the challenges they have faced, American poets have made
significant contributions to the nation's literary and cultural heritage. They
have documented the country's history, explored its identity, and challenged
its values. They have given voice to the voiceless and inspired countless
others to create and express themselves.

The Ongoing Struggle

The struggles faced by American poets are ongoing. They continue to
grapple with issues of poverty, artistic integrity, and the search for a
meaningful voice in a rapidly changing world. However, they have proven
themselves to be a resilient and resourceful group, constantly adapting and
evolving to meet the challenges of their time.

The history of American poetry is a testament to the enduring power of the
human spirit. Despite the challenges they have faced, American poets have



continued to create and innovate, making invaluable contributions to the
nation's literary and cultural landscape. Their struggles are a reminder of
the importance of artistic freedom, the search for identity, and the power of
poetry to challenge and inspire.
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