Unveiling the Nuances of "The Sensible
Thing": A Comprehensive Analysis of Francis
Scott Fitzgerald's Short Story

Nestled amidst the literary gems of F. Scott Fitzgerald's short story
collection, "The Sensible Thing" stands as a poignant exploration of human
longing, societal expectations, and the delicate balance between duty and
desire. First published in 1924, this evocative tale delves into the inner
conflicts of a young woman named Polly as she navigates the complexities
of her heart and the dictates of her circumstances. By juxtaposing the allure
of love with the weight of responsibility, Fitzgerald masterfully captures the
universal dilemmas that shape our lives.

Polly's Journey: Unveiling the Heart's Dilemma
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Polly is a young woman defined by her intelligence, sensitivity, and a
yearning for a life beyond the conventional. However, her dreams confront
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the stark reality of her family's financial constraints. As the eldest daughter,
she feels burdened by an unspoken obligation to provide for her younger
siblings. Torn between her own aspirations and the expectations placed
upon her, Polly grapples with a profound internal struggle.

Fitzgerald's portrayal of Polly is both sympathetic and nuanced. He depicts
her not as a mere victim of circumstance but as a complex character
wrestling with the complexities of her own heart. Through her introspections
and interactions, we witness her longing for fulfillment, her doubts, and her
ultimate decision to sacrifice her dreams for the sake of her family.

Society's Expectations: A Weight on Young Shoulders
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The story deftly examines the suffocating nature of societal expectations,
which weigh heavily upon Polly's shoulders. Her family's financial situation
imposes a sense of duty upon her, compelling her to suppress her own
desires and conform to the path deemed acceptable by her surroundings.
Fitzgerald skillfully depicts the insidious ways in which society can stifle
individual growth and autonomy.

Polly's decision to marry Tom, a wealthy and respectable man whom she
does not love, is a manifestation of these external pressures. While the
marriage offers financial security and social acceptance, it also
extinguishes her hopes of a life filled with passion and fulfillment. Fitzgerald
poignantly exposes the harsh reality faced by individuals who feel
compelled to sacrifice their dreams in order to meet the demands of their
social environment.

The Courage to Choose: The Sensible Thing versus the Heart's Desire



The title, "The Sensible Thing," underscores the central conflict that drives

the story. Throughout the narrative, Polly grapples with the question of
whether her decision to marry Tom is truly the "sensible" choice. While
financial stability and social approval may appear rational, they come at a
great cost—the suppression of her own happiness.

Fitzgerald invites readers to ponder the nature of true happiness and the
extent to which we should be guided by the dictates of reason and societal
norms. Polly's story challenges the assumption that "sensible" choices
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always lead to fulfillment. Instead, it suggests that happiness may lie in
embracing our passions, even if they deviate from the paths that others
deem acceptable.

A Timeless Tale: Exploring the Human Condition

"The Sensible Thing" transcends its historical context to resonate with
readers of all ages. The story's exploration of love, duty, and the search for
fulfillment speaks to the universal human experience. Fitzgerald's vivid
prose and astute observations continue to captivate and move readers,
reminding us of the enduring power of literature to illuminate the
complexities of our own lives.

Whether we encounter the same dilemmas as Polly or not, the story invites
us to reflect upon our own choices and the values that shape them. By
holding a mirror to society's expectations and the human heart's yearnings,
"The Sensible Thing" encourages us to question our assumptions and
strive for a life that is authentic and true to ourselves.

F. Scott Fitzgerald's "The Sensible Thing" is a timeless and poignant
exploration of the human condition. Through the character of Polly,
Fitzgerald delves into the complexities of love, duty, and the search for
fulfillment. The story challenges societal expectations, questions the nature
of true happiness, and invites readers to embark on their own journeys of
introspection and self-discovery.

By weaving together themes of longing, sacrifice, and the courage to
choose, Fitzgerald creates a narrative that transcends its time and place.
"The Sensible Thing" remains a powerful and thought-provoking tale that



continues to resonate with readers generations later, offering insights into
the complexities of our own hearts and the choices we make.
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Lazarillo de Tormes and the Swindler: A Tale of
Deception and Wit

The story of Lazarillo de Tormes and the swindler is a classic tale of
deception and wit, which has captivated readers for centuries. This
picaresque novel,...
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